


Minutes of Regular Meeting of the Vinton Public Library Board
Wednesday, February 11, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
Vinton Public Library – Virginia Holsten Board Room

The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Whitney Bowen at 5:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was taken.
Roll Call was answered by Whitney Bowen (Board Chair), Shelby Dodson, Ann Harrison, Jimmy Kelly (Vice Chair), Jen Kreutner (Secretary), Michele Lash, Julie Piper, and Melody Spence. Matt Wilden was absent. Library Director Kelly Henkle was also in attendance.

Motion to approve agenda with the date changed to 2026 by M. Lash. 2nd by M. Spence.  Motion passed 8-0. 

Motion to approve consent agenda, including January minutes, expense report, and invoices, by J. Piper. 2nd by S. Dodson.  Motion carried 8-0.

There were no public comments.	

Diane Walston gave the Friends of the Library report. The Blind Date with a Book fundraiser raised $500. Thanks to Ashlyn Christianson for organizing the project. The Friends group will be providing cookies for a Meet the Authors event with Shelly Haisman and Jenny Dunkin.  They will sponsor the Red Cedar Chamber Concert on March 13. They also plan to host a pie silent auction to celebrate Pi Day on March 14.

Board Continuing Education:  As City Hall has been doing an audit and has asked for some documentation from Director Henkle, she used the opportunity to explain to the board that as part of the city’s audit, the library may be asked to provide its financial records. The library is subject to a periodic examination. Sometimes the financial statements of a Friends Group or a Foundation may also become part of the library’s audit process.

Old Business:
· Director Henkle’s presentation to the City Council of the FY27 Budget proposal went well, and she now awaits final approval from the council.

· In response to a question at the January board meeting, Director Henkle reported that the amount the library charges to make copies covers the costs to the library, so there is no need to increase the prices charged to patrons.




New Business:

· Director Henkle asked for approval to sell several surplus pieces of equipment.  Motion by M. Lash to approve the sale on gov.deals of 6 wooden square tables, a book return, three whiteboards, a small flat-screen TV, a metal rack, four picture frames, and a Beyond Sight Magnifier. 2nd by J. Piper.  Motion carried 8-0.

Director K. Henkle gave the Director’s Report.  A few highlights include:
· January 2026 total circulation was just about the same as January 2025
· Almost 700 people attended programs in January
· A group of 15 from the Norway and Atkins area attended the Vinton’s Big Read movie viewing and book discussion at the Palace Theater, many of whom had not been to the Palace before.
· 25 people attended the Paints and Pollinators art class.
· The new photo canvases are up in the entryway of the library.
· Director Henkle is applying for a lower internet rate through the State Library. If approved, the savings could be up to 80 percent.
· New furniture is arriving at the end of February.
· Director Henkle attended the Iowa Libraries Online Conference. The theme was “Celebration.” There were sessions on various topics including how to promote America 250 and ideas for communities on the RAGBRAI route.
· Applications will open soon for Children’s Temporary Library Assistant.
· Carnegie Bus Tour #3 will be March 5.
· VPL staff will have a table at the Virginia Gay Health Fair.
Motion to adjourn the meeting by J. Piper. 2nd by M. Spence. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m. by W. Bowen.

Jennifer Kreutner, Secretary




